
Construction Site Erosion Control  
 Guiding Principles, Practices & Policies 

  
  
11..  SSiittee  ppllaannnniinngg  iissssuueess::  

--  PPllaann  ttoo  ““ffiitt””  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ssiittee  wwiitthhoouutt  eexxcceessssiivvee  ggrraaddiinngg,,  eettcc..  
--  MMiinniimmiizzee  ssiizzee  ooff  ddiissttuurrbbeedd  aarreeaa//lloossss  ooff  ttrreeeess  &&  ootthheerr  vveeggeettaattiioonn  ccoovveerr..    DDeelliinneeaattee  aarreeaa  ttoo  

bbee  ddiissttuurrbbeedd  ((bbuuiillddiinngg  eennvveellooppeess  ffoorr  ssmmaallll  ssiitteess)),,  ffiieelldd  ssttaakkee  aanndd  mmoonniittoorr..  
--  AAvvooiidd  nnaattuurraallllyy  sstteeeepp  ssllooppeess  oorr  ppllaannnneedd  ccuutt//ffiillll  ssllooppeess  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  33hh::11vv..  
--  IIddeennttiiffyy,,  ssuurrvveeyy,,  mmaapp  aanndd  pprrootteecctt  oonn//ooffff--ssiittee  nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrcceess  ((eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ccoorrrriiddoorrss,,  

wwaatteerr  rreessoouurrcceess//wweettllaannddss,,  sstteeeepp  ssllooppeess,,  bbeeddrroocckk,,  ggrroouunnddwwaatteerr,,  eettcc..))  
--  LLooccaattee  aanndd  ddeessiiggnn  aacccceessss  ddrriivveess  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  wwaasshhoouuttss..  
--  LLooccaattee  ssooiill  ssttoocckkppiilleess  aatt  lleeaasstt  2255’’  ffrroomm  wwaatteerr  rreessoouurrcceess  aanndd  cchhaannnneell  fflloowwss..  
  

22..  PPllaann  ttoo  mmiinniimmiizzee  tthhee  ttiimmee  tthhee  ddiissttuurrbbeedd  ssooiill  iiss  eexxppoosseedd  ttoo  eerroossiioonn::  
--  Recognize seeding deadlines (Sept. 15 permanent grass, Oct. 15 oats/wheat/rye).  
--  PPhhaassee  llaarrggee  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss//ttooppssooiill  &&  sseeeedd  ddoorrmmaanntt  aarreeaass..  
--  SSeeqquueennccee  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ttoo  aallllooww  sseeeeddiinngg  &&  aavvooiidd  rreeddiissttuurrbbiinngg  aarreeaass..  
--  Require “inactive” construction sites to be stabilized.  
  

3. Control soil erosion & sedimentation during construction: 
- DDiivveerrtt  uuppssllooppee//ddoowwnnssppoouutt  rruunnooffff  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ssiittee  iiff  nneeeeddeedd. 
- Protect access drives, inlets, stockpiles and site perimeter from sediment.  

(Note: Silt fences only work for small drainage areas/overland flows.) 
- Install sediment basins for large construction sites (>5 acres), which can also serve as 

permanent wet detention basins to manage post-construction storm water. 
- Plan for site dewatering/pumping if applicable (sediment basin). 
- Clean up street/off-site sediment/tracking daily. 
- Use watering to control wind erosion on large open sites/sandy soils. 
 

4. Stabilize the site ASAP (3-7 days) 
- Encourage landscapers to closely follow final grading activities for quicker stabilization. 
- Follow stabilization standards for road ditches/slopes (mulch/netting/matting/sod/rock). 
- Armor storm inlets and outlets to protect from erosion (sod, rip rap, etc.). 
- Apply 4-6” of topsoil to all areas to be seeded.  Truck it in if necessary. 
- Seed, fertilize and mulch all disturbed areas (at a minimum). Apply polymer as needed. 
- Remove temporary erosion control practices (silt fences, hay bales, etc.) 
 

5. Follow local ordinances and policies to control soil erosion: 
- Plan rural road construction projects to finish before September 15 to allow grass swales 

to be stabilized before the end of the growing season. 
- Seed down cropland before developing rural subdivisions to minimize the runoff/erosion. 
- Specify acceptable utility placement to avoid channel erosion.  

Note: require utility easements or ROW  placement at shoulder edge 
- Encourage channel stabilization and landscaping to occur before paving to reduce runoff 

in channels and other areas during seed germination stage. 
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